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Harner Farm Goat Shares 
2975 Hwy 25, Mandan, ND  58554 

Cell: 701-516-0707 
Email: goat@harnerfarm.net 

Website: www.harnerfarm.net 
Please note: These are simplified answers. 

The actual contract and bill of sale are the legally binding documents. 

  
What is a goat share?  
It is partial ownership of a dairy goat. Owning a dairy goat, or portion of a dairy goat, 
allows you to benefit from what that animal produces. By owning a share in a goat, you 
have a fresh supply of your own goats’ milk to drink and you are allotted a weekly share 
of fresh, raw (unpasteurized) milk ready for pickup at a designated time. 
 
Why can’t I just buy milk from you directly without all this paperwork? 
North Dakota state law prohibits the sale of raw milk and milk products for human 
consumption. However, if you are part-owner of a goat, state law specifically entitles you 
to your share of her milk. 
 
How does a goat share work?  
You, and others along with you, own shares in a goat. You benefit from owning the goat 
by receiving a portion of the milk the goat produces. As with any animal, goats require 
care, i.e., feeding, general maintenance, shelter, and milking. Harner Farm will board 
your goat, care for it, milk it, and prepare the milk for you to pick up from the farm. You 
pay the herdsman for the boarding, care, feeding, and milking of your goat.  
 
How much milk can I expect from one goat share?  
One share equals the production of one day from your goat. Under our system, one 
share will provide approximately one gallon of milk for about 25 weeks from when your 
doe begins her lactation; then decreases as the doe’s production goes down. Half 
shares provide approximately a half gallon for 25 weeks and then may decrease. 
Quarter shares provide approximately a quart of milk for 25 weeks and then may 
decrease.  
 
The average lactation for our goats is nine months (April through January).  However, a 
goat may milk for a shorter or longer period of time.  We plan to milk our does for at least 
nine months. This is rough estimate which may vary. We try very hard to keep a doe’s 
production up as long as possible while still maintaining her health. Some of our does 
may not be bred in the fall and may continue milking longer than nine months. If that 
happens and shares in that doe are available, we’ll allow you to transfer your share from 
your doe to another milker. 
 
What if I want more milk than one gallon per week?  
Purchase a second, third, or fourth share. You can purchase as many goat shares as 
needed as long as shares are available.  
 
 

mailto:goat@harnerfarm.net


 

Harner Farm Goat Shares – 2020 
 
 
 

 

How much does it cost for a Long-Term Share? (Long-Term Shares are the best value.)   

First You Purchase A Share – This one-time fee entitles you to milk as long as you 
continue to pay your weekly boarding fee and we have milk available. 
 $30.00 for a FULL share (one day’s milk production) for  

$15.00 for a HALF share (one-half of a day’s milk production) 
$7.50 for a QUARTER share (one-fourth of a day’s milk production) 

 
How much does it cost for a Short-Term Share?  
First You Purchase A Share – This entitles you to milk just for one week. 
 $1.00 for a FULL share (one day’s milk production) for  

$.50 for a HALF share (one-half of a day’s milk production) 
$.25 for a QUARTER share (one-fourth of a day’s milk production) 

 
All Share Owners must pay a Boarding/Maintenance Fee and provide jars: 
Now that you own a goat share you need to board your goat. Boarding or husbandry 
costs are $14.00 per week for each full share. Half shares are $7.00 per week. Quarter 
shares are $3.50 per week. This fee is billed and payable on a monthly basis for long-
term shareholders or weekly for short-term shareholders. 
 
Jars: You need to provide clean, dry jars with plastic lids ready for filling with your milk. 
We highly recommend Mason-type jars with plastic lids. The jars need to be labeled with 
your name. To get started, you may purchase jars directly from me or bring your 
own and swap with ours. I charge $4 for a two quart jar with plastic lid. I should always 
have enough clean jars from you on hand to fill with your share.  
 
What if I want cheese instead of milk? 
There is a $10 per full share charge for converting your milk to cheese. One gallon of 
milk makes approximately one pound of cheese. Those wanting cheese only need to 
pick up their product once a month. 
   
What do I get for my share?   
One share entitles you to approximately 1 gallon of milk per week during the first six 
months of your doe’s lactation. Production may fluctuate, so this is an estimate. As a 
doe’s lactation goes on, her production will drop gradually. 

Remember, you are purchasing a share of ownership of a particular animal and 
the amount of milk that animal produces can vary. Half shares will entitle you to about a 
half-gallon per week. You may choose to have a portion or all of your milk made into 
cheese or yogurt for an additional fee based on the type of cheese selected. Just let us 
know in advance of each week what you would like, and I’ll try to accommodate you. 
 I make a variety of cheeses such as cheddar, white cheddar, farmer, pepper 
farmer, smoky varieties of those cheeses, cottage cheese, and chevre. “Chevre” is the 
spreadable white cheese that you most often find labeled “goat cheese” in stores. It’s a 
lot like cream cheese. There is a $10 per full share processing charge to make cheese.   
 If at any time you decide you need more or less milk or are unsatisfied for any 
reason, please talk to me. I want happy customers! I can only solve problems if I 
know they exist. Many things can impact the taste and quality of raw milk including 
proper transportation and storage. 
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What about storage and transportation? 
Your milk needs to be stored in a refrigerator and kept cool at less than 40 degrees. 
(Milk in my fridge is 35 degrees or less.) When you take out a jar to pour milk at 
mealtime, it needs to go back into the refrigerator as soon as possible.  

When you pick up your milk, it will already be in your jars and properly cooled. 
On warm days, I require that you bring a cooler with ice or ice packs for transporting 
your milk safely to your home.  
 
Do I get only milk from my goat? 
No. That would require a lot of special handling on our part. Instead, you will receive milk 
pooled from all our healthy milking does. (Of course, if a doe has to be medically treated, 
her milk is not added to the pool.) The amount of milk you receive is based on your doe’s 
production.  
 
What happens if I go on vacation or business travel and don't pick up milk?  Am I 
still responsible for the boarding fee? 
The weekly boarding fee is due whether you pick up your milk, or not, on any given week 
during the month. We still have to feed, milk, and care for your goat whether you pick up 
or not. Milk that is not picked up within 24 hours of your designated pickup day will be 
discarded. You may choose to have your milk converted to cheese.  
 
How do I pay my boarding fee? 
To avoid any confusion that you are "buying" raw milk the boarding fee should not be 
paid at time of milk pick-up.  I bill once a month. Boarding fees must be paid on or before 
the next pickup date. We accept cash or checks. We do not accept electronic payment. 
 
How do I get started?  
Thoroughly review the information in this FAQ.  Request and review the sales and 
boarding agreements.  Come visit the farm and the goats so you know exactly how the 
milking process works and how your milk is handled. Sign the contracts. Once payment 
is received you will be the proud owner of a dairy goat share.  
 
Can I visit my goat? 
Absolutely! We want you to get to know the goats. The only rule is that you have to pet 
all the goats and not just yours. (We don’t want the others to be jealous.) Feel free to 
bring treats like fruit, animal crackers, saltines, etc. If you’d like to visit at a time other 
than milk pick up – please call first. This is a working farm and our home. While we’ll try 
to accommodate you, there are times we’re working on projects and truly aren’t able to 
stop for a visit. Some times of day work better than others so you can feed baby goats, 
try your hand at milking or other fun things. 
 When you visit, please wear shoes with covered toes. Remember, you’re on a 
farm and animals may step on your toes – especially if you have treats. Please do not 
bring your dog on your visit. We may ask you to wash your hands, etc. as biosecurity 
measures. On the limited occasions when we show our goats or attend other goat 
activities, you’re welcome to participate and maybe even take a turn in the ring with your 
doe. 
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What happens if I can no longer use the goat milk?  
If you move, buy your own goat or find yourself no longer using goat milk, just tell me 
you’re cancelling your long-term shares and owe nothing more.  

You may not sell your shares to a third party. Please note: it is illegal to sell milk 
in North Dakota if you are not a licensed and inspected dairy. NEVER sell excess milk. 
 
As a goat share owner, will I have a share in the kids? 
No, the ownership of all kids will remain with Harner Farm and will be sold at our 
discretion.  
 
Thanks for your interest. If you have decided that you would like to participate in our goat 
shares, please contact me and I will send out the contract. 
 
Sincerely, 

LeAnn Harner 


